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(Honorary Presidents: Brian W Aldiss & Harry Harrison)
G roup Ch a ir m a n  - T o n y  M o r to n , Se c r e tar y  - Ca r o l  M o r t o n , N ew slette r  Ed itor  - M a r t in  T u d or , 

T reasurer  - R ic h a r d  St a n d a g e , Review s  Edito r  - Bernie  Ev a n s , Pu b l ic it y  O fficer - Po sitio n  V a c a n t , 
O r d in a r y  M ember  - M ic k  Ev a n s , N o v a c o n  22 Ch a ir m a n  - He le n a  Bo w les .

THIS MONTH 'S SPEAKER IS 
IAN STEWART

Friday 17th July 1992, 7.45pm for 8.00pm 
Admittance: Members 1.25 Visitors 2.25

Ian Stewart is, in his own words, "the author of DOES GOD PLAY DICE? and GAME, SET & MATH. He will talk about his new book FEARFUL SYMMETRY: IS GOD A GEOMETER? (the prequel to DOES GOD?) about pattern formation in nature. The subject matter ranges from why few snails are left-handed to the largest structure in the known universe, and includes a method for making quilt patterns from chaos. Those of you who heard The Pattern of Tiny Feet at Novacon 21 were exposed to a version of Chapter Eight.
He publishes sf stories in ANALOG and OMNI at the rate of approximately 13077 per year (exercise: when was the first and how many have been published?). He joined the Brum Group a couple of years ago, and he and Jack Cohen are working on yet another book, which has a godless title but is really number 3 in the God Trilogy. But Jack's already told the Brum Group about that. He also writes the Mathematical Recreations column of SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN, and a new collection of those columns is soon to appear as ANOTHER FINE MATH YOU'VE GOT ME INTO."

The BSFG meets at 7.45pm on the 3rd Friday o f every month (unless other-wise notified) in the 
upstairs function room o f the White Lion, corner o f Thorp Street and Horsefair/Bristol Street in 

Birmingham city centre. The annual subscription rates (which include twelve copies o f this 
newsletter and reduced price entry to meetings) are nine pounds per person, or twelve pounds for 2 
members at the same address. Cheques etc. payable to the Birmingham Science Fiction Group", 

via the treasurer Richard Standage at meetings or by post c/o Bernie Evans (address below). 
Book reviews and review copies should be sent to the reviews editor Bernie Evans, 121 Cape Hill, 

Smethwick, Warley, West Midlands, B66 4SH (te l:  021 558 0997). A ll other 
contributions and enquiries regarding the Brum Group News to Martin Tudor,

845 Alum Rock Road, Birmingham, B8 2AG  (tel: 021 327 3023).



F O R T H C O M I N G  E V E N T S
A F E W WORDS  

FROM OUR C H A I R M A N  

— T o n y  M o r t o n

During the year, members have made 
numerous comments about the s o c ia l s id e  o f 
the Group, th e ir  concern being that there 
i s n ' t  one, and what can we do about i t  ? 
Well, the Committee decided to have a " fr e e "  
m eeting in June e n t it le d  "Does the team think ?", 
fo llow ed  by charades, to  bring out a more 
s o c ia l/ fr e e  and easy n igh t. To those who 
attended, I think you en joyed the evening. To 
those who d idn 't, you missed some fun. 
S p e c if ic a lly  to  those who complain about lack 
o f a s o c ia l s id e  and d i d n ' t  t u r n  up  -  
why ?  I f  you wish to  comment about the 
s o c ia l s id e  o f the Group "dying", why did you 
not come to  "chat w ith o ld  acquaintances" and 
jo in  in the " s i l l y "  games ?

The Group is  there to  provide item s YOU, 
the members, want to  see. I note the author 
based m eetings a re w e ll attended. Do you 
want a l l  m eetings thus, or separate  s o c ia l 
even ts -  i f  so  try  to  t e l l  Martin why the 
Beer Bus t r ip  fa ile d  to  a ttra c t  s u ff ic ie n t  
in te re s t, or fu rth er  back, Vernon's t r ip  to  the 
dram atic p resen ta tion  o f  FORBIDDEN PLANET. I 
am open to  people making p o s it iv e  comment on 
the Group, a f t e r  a ll ,  as Chairman th a t 's  my 
job, but in the end i t 's  up to  you, the 
members, to  support them.

The "Annual Challenge" aga inst Birmingham 
U n ivers ity  SF Group w i l l  soon be on us again. 
It  is  our turn to  choose a motion fo r  debate, 
so su ggestions ASAP to  a Committee member 
please. Of course we a lso  need vo lu n teers  to 
p rov ide the (w inn ing) team fo r  the Brum 
Group, so p lease  pass your names to a 
Committee member as w ell.

OQDQO

The contents o f  th is  issue are copyrigh t 1992 
the BSFG, on beh a lf o f  the con trib u tors, to 
whom a l l  r ig h ts  re v e r t  on publication . 
Personal op in ions expressed in th is  
pu b lication  do not n ecessa r ily  r e f le c t  those 
o f  the committee or the BSFG. A l l  te x t  by 
Martin Tudor except where s ta ted  otherw ise. 
Th is pu b lica tion  was prin ted on the WAVE 
photocopier. Many thanks th is  issu e to  BERNIE 
EVANS, TONY MORTON, DAVE HARDY, STEVE GREEN, 
DAVE HOLMES and TONY BERRY.

17 JULY 1992: IAN STEWART w il l  be addressing 
the BSFG on Chaos Theory at the White Lion. 
18-26 JULY 1992: MINEHEAD SPACE AGE FESTIVAL. 
Not a c tu a lly  a convention, but sounds 
in teres tin g . Being held at the E xh ib ition  
Centre, Market House Lane, Minehead. Costs 
only £1.00 per day. Expected gu ests  include 
Arthur C Clarke, Pa trick  Moore, John Brunner 
and Terry  P ra tch ett. Contact the Town Clerk, 
Town Hall, The Parade, Minehead, TA24 5NB.
8-9 AUG 1992: FAB 1. THUNDERBIRDS con at 
Wolverhampton C iv ic  Hall. F u ll d e ta i ls  from 15 
F u lle rs  Court, Exeter, Devon, EX2 4DZ.
21 AUG 1992: PAM WELLS TAFF winner and th is  
year 's  Eastercon fan guest o f  honour w i l l  be 
speaking to the BSFG at the White Lion.
29 AUGUST 1992: COMIC MART a t the H otel 
Arcade, Ladyw ell Walk, Birmingham, B5 4ST. 
Doors open 11am, adm ission 50p. Further 
d e ta ils  from Mrs P Lennon, 15 Yew T ree  C lose, 
Batchley, Redditch, Worcs., B97 6SO.
5 SEPTEMBER 1992: COMIC MART in the L ib ra ry  
Exh ib ition  Hall, Parad ise S tre e t , Birmingham 
c it y  cen tre , opens midday. Located next to 
Central L ib ra ry  ; g e t  a tra in  to  New S tre e t  
Station , or any bus to  the town cen tre , then 
take a fiv e -m in u te  walk up New S tree t. F u ll 
d e ta ils  from Golden O rb it, 9 S tra t fo rd  Way, 
Huntington, York, Y03 9YW,
18 SEPTEMBER 1992: BSFG m eeting -  speaker to 
be announced.
23 SEPTEMBER -  3 NOVEMBER 1992: DRAGONS OF 
THE MIND. "To lk ien  and Science Fantasy" -  
The Birmingham Centre fo r  the Book ce leb ra te s  
the centenary o f JRR To lk ien 's  b ir th  by using 
h is works as a cen trep ie ce  to  exp lo re  the 
h is to ry  o f  Science Fantasy and how i t  has 
developed in to  one o f  the most popular genres 
read today. The fan tasy  w orlds o f  B r itish  and 
American w r ite rs  w i l l  be used to i l lu s t r a t e  
the range o f  the genre. The Birmingham 
Centre fo r  the Book, C en tra l L ib ra ry , F loor 1, 
Chamberlain Square, Birmingham, B3 3HQ. C a ll 
(021) 235 4511 fo r  fu rth e r  d e ta ils .
25 SEPTEMBER 1992: KIM STANLEY ROBINSON w ill  
be signing at Andromeda Bookshop, c a ll (021) 
643 1999 fo r d eta ils  o f th is and other 
signing sessions.
25 SEPTEMBER 1992: KIM STANLEY ROBINSON w ill  
be speaking to the BSFG in an extra meeting 
at the White Lion public house. Watch th is  
space fo r further details .
16 OCT 1992: IAN WATSON w i l l  be speaking to 
the BSFG at the White Lion.
24 OCTOBER 1992: COMIC MART in the L ib rary  
Exh ib ition  Hall, Parad ise S tre e t , Birmingham



WIN £50 
of merchandise 

come dressed as 
•DEATH* 

the most mortifying 
will win.

c it y  cen tre , opens midday. Located next to  
C en tra l L ib ra ry  ; g e t a tra in  to  New S tree t 
S ta tion , or any bus to the town cen tre , then 
take a fiv e -m in u te  walk up New S tree t . F u ll 
d e ta i ls  from Golden O rbit, 9 S tra t fo rd  Way, 
Huntington, York, Y03 9YW.
6 -8  NOV 1992: NOVACON 22 the Brum Group's 
own s f  con re tu rn s to  the Royal Angus h o te l 
in the c i t y  cen tre . Guest o f  Honour Storm 
Constantine. A ttend ing membership co s ts  £20 
u n til one month b e fo re  con a f t e r  which on ly 
on the door memberships a va ila b le  at £25. 
D eta ils : Bern ie Evans, 121 Cape H ill, Smethwick, 
Warley, West Midlands, B66 4SH.
20 NOV 1992: DEBATE against the Birmingham Uni
v e r s i t y  SF & Fantasy Soc iety , at White Lion.
8-12 APR 1993: HELICON '93. 44 th B r it ish  
n a tion a l s f  con, Hotel de France, St. H e lie r , 
Jersey. Guests o f  honour George RR Martin & 
John Brunner. A ttend ing £20. Supporting / 
Fam ily Membership / Children 8-14 a re  a l l  £10 
each. D eta ils : 63 Drake Road, Chessington, 
Surrey, KT9 1LQ.
12 DECEMBER 1992: COMIC MART in the L ib rary  
E xh ib ition  H all, Paradise S tree t, Birmingham 
c it y  cen tre , opens midday. Located next to  
C en tra l L ib ra ry  ; get a tra in  to  New S tree t 
S ta tion , or any bus to  the town cen tre , then 
take a fiv e -m in u te  walk up New S tre e t . F u ll 
d e ta i ls  from Golden Orbit, 9 S tra t fo rd  Way, 
Huntington, York, Y03 9YW,
28-31 MAY 1993: MEXICON V. "S tra ig h t"  s f  con, 
venue to be announced. A ttend ing £18 u n til 
Novacon 22. D e ta ils  from; Bernie Evans, 121 
Cape H ill, Smethwick, Warley, West Midlands, 
B66 4SH (t e l :  558 0997).

TH E  GE O R GE A LE C  EFFIN G ER M E D IC A L  FUND
announces the

“WORLDCON-FOR- 
A-BUCK" RAFFLE.

WHAT YOU GET:
1). a chance to help defray George Efflnger's medical costs.
2). a chance to see ConFrancisco. Grand Prize includes airline travel, 
membership, 4 nights hotel accomodations And meal allowance!
3). a good reeling.

WHAT YOU DO:
1). write your name, address and telephone number on as many 
index cards or 3"x5" sheets of paper as you like.
2). drop them in an envelope, enclosing one dollar for each chance, 
and mail them to:

The George AJec Effinger Medical Fund 
do. NFSFA
Post Office Box 500, Bridge Station 
Niagara Falls, NY 14305

3). Start packing.
HELP US TO HELP GEORGE, AND GET A 

CRACK AT A FREE WORLDCON BESIDES!
BOARD OF TRUSTEES:

Harlan Ellison Pat Cadigan Pamela Sargent 
Nancy Kress Joan D. Vinge George Zebrowski 

Mary Stanton: administrator Joe M araglino: executor 
please m ake ch ecks payable to : The G eorge A lec Eff in g er M edical Fund

TERRY 

PRATCHETT
The Creator of 

DISCWORLD 

and 

TRUCKERS 

will be opening

SPECIALISTS 
IN THE 

FANTASTIC 
on

SAT 1st AUGUST
at 1Z noon

PHONE FOR DETAILS

34 - 36 R u tlan d  Street. Leicester LEI 1RD. 
Tel: 0 53 3  518178  Fax: 0533  518 179



The 53rd Jophan Report

T itan  Books continued i t s  l in e  o f 
o r ig in a l STAR TREK novels  on 25 June with 
V ic to r ia  M itch e ll's  IMBALANCE, in which Captain 
Picard stumbles across a p lo t to destroy  the 
Federation.

M itch e ll's  is  the twenty-second T itan  
novel based upon the current tv  s e r ie s . The 
p a ra l le l  sequence o f s p in -o f fs  from the 
o r ig in a l ep isodes h it volume 54 on 29 May 
w ith THE DISINHERITED by Robert Greenberger, 
M ichael Jan Friedman and Peter David, in which 
Captain Kirk stumbles across a p lo t to 
d estroy  the Federation .

The BBC may screen a l l  79 ep isodes o f 
STAR TREK on BBC2 -  inc lud ing the four shows 
banned fo r  more than 20 years. D espite th is  
apparent re-th in k , STAR TREK: THE NEXT 
GENERATION continues to  s u ffe r  cuts, the 
la te s t  example being the loss o f "The High 
Ground" because i t  mentioned the IRA.

The BBC has halted  i t s  screen ing o f  STAR 
TREK: THE NEXT GENERATION w ith the second 
h a lf o f "Best o f  Both Worlds", f i r s t  ep isode 
o f the fourth  season. Those u nw illin g  to 
wait fo r  the BBC to recommence a ir in g  the 
s e r ie s  can buy cop ies o f  the remaining fourth  
season ep isodes on CIC V ideo ; the f in a l two 
ca sse tte s  ("The Host" c/w "The Mind's Eye", "In 
Theory" c/w "Redem ption") were re leased  on 8 
June. But a word o f  warning: "Redemption" a lso  
ends on a c liff h an ge r , and CIC w i l l  keep TREK 
fans w a itin g  t i l l  September fo r  i t s  
conclusion.

Movie d ir e c to r  Jim Wynorski, whose 
la te s t  film  is  976-EVIL 2: THE ASTRAL FACTOR, 
has bought the screen r ig h ts  to the comic 
ch aracter Vam pirella  and is  working on a 
screenplay.

The B r itish  ALIENS Fan Club has rece ived  
20th Century Fox's go-ahead to hold the f i r s t  
UK convention ded icated  to  the film  s e r ie s  
and s p in -o f f  comics. F in a l date and loca tion  
has s t i l l  to  be decided, but i t  is  planned fo r  
the middle o f  November, and is  l ik e ly  to  be

held in the G lou cester area.
S oc ie ty  membership costs  £7.00pa, 

inc lud ing four issues o f the n e w s le tte r  
FACEHUGGER, a 6"x4" co lou r photo and a p la s t ic  
membership card. F u ll d e ta i ls  o f  a l l
a c t iv i t i e s  can be obta ined from Post O ff ic e  
Box 11, Liskeard, Cornwall, PL 14 6YL.

Colin Murray has r e p o r tedly  succeeded John 
Jarro ld  as s f  and fan tasy e d ito r  at Macdonald 
Books.

B r itish  film  d ir e c to rs  Peter Walker and 
Robert Fuest, the a c tre ss  C aro lin e Munro and 
producer Tony Tenser a re the sp ec ia l gu ests  
at the th ird  annual F e s t iv a l o f F an ta s tic  
Films, being held at Manchester's Charterhouse 
H otel on 9-11 October.

The event has been organ ized  by the 
S oc ie ty  o f Fan tastic Films, which a lso  holds 
monthly screen ings at the c i t y 's  M itre  H ote l ; 
fu tu re  b i l ls  include REPTILICUS and THE GIANT 
CLAW (3 July), ISLAND OF THE DAMNED and 
THIRST (7 August), GOG and THE CREATURE WITH 
THE ATOM BRAIN (4 Septem ber), THE MAN FROM 
PLANET X and MISSION MARS (2 O ctober), THE 
PLANET OF THE OPERA and THE HOUND OF THE 
BASKERVILLES (6 November) and THE COMEDY OF 
TERRORS (5 December).

Convention membership costs  £30.00, 
payable to  Tony Edwards at 95 Meadowgate 
Road, S a lfo rd , Manchester, M6 8EN. S oc ie ty  
membership is  £10.00 p,a., plus £3.00 per 
meeting.

The organ izers  o f  next March's combined 
STAR TREK / RED DWARF convention, Trek Dwarf, 
have announced a te n ta t iv e  g u e s t - l is t ,  su b ject 
to  work commitments: Guy Vardeman, ST:TNG 
body double and graph ic a r t is t  on the 
American RED DWARF magazine ; Richard 
Arnold, Paramount's TREK consu ltant ; Mike 
Butcher, e d ito r  o f the B r itish  RED DWARF 
magazine ; Adrian R ig le s fo rd , a c to r and author 
o f  the forthcom ing DOCTOR WHO MONSTER BOOK, 
whose appearance has been sponsored by the 
Peterborough te le fa n ta s y  group Peladon. 
Membership ra tes  r is e  in July, but lo c a l 
comics shops have been supp lied  w ith  "£5 o f f "  
vouchers.

Anne Rice has com pleted the fou rth  novel 
in her "Vampire Chron ic les", ONCE OUT OF 
NATURE. An American hardback e d it io n  is  due 
fo r  October.

R ice rec en tly  met w ith  members o f  the 
band LA Guns at her home in New Orleans. She 
was presen ted w ith cop ies  o f  th e ir  th ree  go ld  
d iscs  in recogn ition  o f  the in sp ira t io n  her 
n ovels  have provided. Lead s in ge r P h il Lewis



was quoted in WORLD OF FANDOM: “ I t 's  r e a l ly  a 
b ig  d ea l to me because I 'v e  been a fan o f 
hers fo r  such a long time. This is  our way 
o f  say in g  thanks." The author h e rs e lf , whose
13 y ea r -o ld  son is  a fan o f  the band, sa id  
she was "v e ry  touched".

Fandata has published the 1992-93 
e d it io n  o f  i t s  FANDOM DIRECTORY, w ith  nearly
20.000 American fan l is t in g s  and more than
2.000 non-US l is t in g s  ; the 560-page so ftback  
a lso  includes in form ation  on fan clubs, 
s p e c ia l is t  s to re s  and fanzines, again  w ith  an 
American emphasis. F u ll d e ta ils  can be 
obta ined from Fandata at 7761 A s tre lla  Court, 
S p rin g fie ld , VA 22152-3133, USA.

The th ird  and f in a l volume in Jean-Marc 
L u f f ic ie r 's  gu ide to  DR WHO, THE UNIVERSAL 
DATABANK, w i l l  be published by V irg in  on 19 
November. The prev iou s books were THE 
PROGRAMME GUIDE, a com plete ep isode l is t in g ,  
and THE TERRESTRIAL INDEX, which exp lored  the 
fu tu re  h is to ry  o f Earth as mapped out in the 
s e r ie s  ; the new book includes an A-Z o f 
lead in g ch aracters  and a lien  life fo rm s , as 
w e ll as longer essays on such s p e c if ic  
a spects  o f  the show as time tra ve l.

Meanwhile, V irg in 's  s e r ie s  o f  o r ig in a l 
WHO novels  continue w ith  NIGHTSHADE by Mark

G atiss (August), LOVE AND WAR by Paul C ornell 
(O ctober) and TRANSIT by Ben Aaronovitch  
(December). Th is la te s t  th em a tica lly -lin k ed  
sequence sees the departu re o f  Ace and the 
in trodu ction  o f  new companions fo r  the Time 
Lord.

Gerry Anderson has signed  up w ith  the 
BBC fo r  a 13 -part s f  s e r ie s  e n t it le d  SPACE 
POLICE, which w i l l  u t i l is e  s ta te  o f  the art 
anim atronics techniques. I t  w i l l  be h is  f i r s t  
major tv show s in ce  SPACE: 1999 in the la te  
1970s.

NBC has rep o r ted ly  abandoned plans to 
shoot i t s  own ve rs ion  o f  RED DWARF a ft e r  
film in g  the p ilo t .  Robert L lew elyn  rep rised  
h is ro le  as Kryten (the re v is ed  p lo t included 
him in the show from ep isode one), but the 
remaining crew were recas t w ith American 
actors.

Six ep isodes from the b iza rre  US tv 
s e r ie s  EERIE, INDIANA, which Channel Four has 
scheduled fo r  1993, w i l l  be a v a ila b le  on 
ren ta l v id eo  from Braveworld on 21 July. 
Created by GREMLINS d ir e c to r  Joe Dante, the 
show is a mix o f  THE WONDER YEARS, TWIN 
PEAKS and THE TWILIGHT ZONE.

Videas Productions, the Welsh film  o u t f i t  
headed by Brian Davies, w i l l  re le a s e  LADY IN  
DANGER! th is  summer, w ith Lorra in e T y re r  in 
the t i t l e  ro le .

GLASGOW IN ’95!
Glasgow m ‘95. An ideal city tor a  great worl dcon. Below a 
some more Information on  our site a n d  hotels But 
remember. for all of this to happen you must VOTE GLASGOW

THE SITE

The facilities we plan to use for the 1995 Worldcon 
are the Scottish Exhibition and Conference Centre 
(SECC) and  the Moat House Hotel in Central 
G lasgow . The two bu ild ings are physically 
connected and stand on their own landscaped site 
next to the river Clyde. consequently. all the 
programme will be held on one site, with no roads 
to cross.

the SECC will contain the majority of the convention 
programme. It Is the premier con/exhibition facility 
in Scotland and has played host to a range of 
national and International events from medical 
conferences and rock concerts to the 10,000 strong 
world Baptist Youth Conference.

There are five major function halts in the SECC plus a 
suite of smaller rooms and offices. We intend to have 
main programme (up to 2.000 seats), extravaganzas 
(up to 4.000 seats), films, dealers room and art show 
(a total of 4.000 square meters of floor space), 
informal programme and a  large social spa ce here. 

The SECC already has two permanent fast food 
cafes and two bars. Further temporary bars, 
(including an English Real Ale bar) and food outlets 
will be installed. The main concourse of the SECC w ill 
have seating a n d also has a  range of shops. 
in c lu d in g  a bank, new s-stand, a n d 
accomm odation booking service.

P r e s u p p o r t in g  m e m b e rs h ip s  
a re  £5 o r  $J8

G lasg o w  in  ’95 
121 C a p e  H all 
S m e th w ic k  W arley  
W est M id lan d s  
B66 4SH  U K

G la sg o w  in  ’95 
P .O . B ox  15430 
W a s h in g to n , DC 
20003-043W 
USA

C o m p u S e rv e : 70511,603 
G E n ie : K jS ie g e ll

All function areas in the SECC (apart from the suite of small 
rooms) are on the ground floor with direct access for 
wheelchairs. The upper floor has lift access from the m ain 
concourse.

The Moat House Hotel will hold the remainder of our 
convention facilities and  accom m odation for those fans 
who must be on-site. There ore 14 function rooms in the hotel 
ranging in seating capacity from 30 to 800 Several of the 
rooms can be sub -divided.

The site is well served with roa d, bus and tram links (with its 
own station less than 5 minutes from the city centre) we will 
also arrange a  bussing service which will run into the night. 
The international airport can be reached by car in 15 
minutes from the site and  Loch Lomond or Edinburgh in an 
hour.

THE HOTELS

Apart from the Moat House, (which  has 300 twin/double 
rooms), the majority of hotels we will be using are in the 
centre of Glasgow, approximately a  ha lf to one mile from 
the SECC.

We currently have 3500 rooms blocked in hotels in the city. 
2000 in 3 to 5-star hotels like the Hilton. Holid a y inn. Alb a n y  
and C op thorne and 1500 in budget accom m odation in 
addition we expect that there will be bed and  breakfast 
accommodation in smaller establishments throughout the 
City



FANTASY TALES, the veteran  B r itish  
f ic t io n  d ig e s t, may be relaunched in a new 
format i f  Robinson Publish ing can complete 
n ego tia tio n s  w ith a new r e t a i l  o u tle t. 
Company d ire c to r  Nick Robinson was unable to 
confirm  when a dec is ion  was lik e ly , but 
s tressed  the proposed dea l could boost sa les  
s ig n if ic a n t ly .

The magazine was founded in 1977 by 
ed ito rs  David Sutton and Stephen Jones, and 
relaunched as a tw ic e -y e a r ly  paperback by 
Robinson in 1988. Issue e igh t o f  the new 
s e r ie s , cover-d a ted  sp ring 1992, is  a lready 
overdue, but any new-look FANTASY TALES is  
ce rta in  to  r e v e r t  to  number one again.

Pegasus Publish ing Ltd, the Birmingham- 
based company whose s ta b le  included ACADEMY, 
GAMESMAN and SIREN, went in to  rec e ive rsh ip  on 
9 A p ril, w ith debts exceeding £909,000. T i t l e  
r ig h ts  to SIREN were tra n s fe rred  to  the Hemel 
Hempstead-based group EPG sh o rtly  b e fo re  the 
co llapse, rep o rted ly  as part-paym ent o f  a 
debt, and i t  is  rumoured EPG may a lso  
relaunch ACADEMY under i t s  o r ig in a l t i t l e ,  
FANTAZIA.

The task o f  r e c e iv e rs  Langard L if fo r d  
Hall may be com plicated by a b reak -in  at the 
Pegasus o f f ic e s  in Bradford S tree t le s s  than 
2 4 hours a f t e r  the company was c losed  down. 
Th ieves removed fou r f i l in g  cab inets 
conta in ing paperwork and two r e la t iv e ly  
inexpensive personal computers, a lthough 10 
or 12 Apple Mac computers -  fa r  more 
va luab le -  were cu riou sly  ignored.

The co llap se  o f  Pegasus Publish ing Ltd 
is  the la te s t  in a s e r ie s  o f  fin a n c ia l 
d isas te rs  in the genre. C roftw ard Ltd fo ld ed  
in m id-1990, s inking CM magazine. That 
t i t l e 's  ed ito rs  moved to  N ew sfie ld  Ltd to 
relaunch as GAMESMASTER INTERNATIONAL, but 
N ew sfie ld  i t s e l f  co llap sed  w ith  £500,000 debts 
in September la s t  year, tak ing FEAR and i t s  
s p in -o f f  FRIGHTENERS w ith  i t  ; N ew s fie ld  has 
since been relaunched as part o f  the 
Europress group, but th ere  are no plans to  
re -e n te r  genre publish ing. Iro n ica lly , Pegasus 
was the fa vo u r ite  to  resu rrec t FEAR, the 
r ig h ts  to  which a re s t i l l  held by form er 
ed ito r  John G ilb e rt. The most recen t fa i lu r e  
was that o f  Force Ten, which launched TERROR 
la te  la s t year . but has ceased pu b lica tion  
a ft e r  ju st two issues.

□□□□□

Thanks f o r  the news th is  tim e g o e s  f o r  the 
most p a rt to  STEVE GREEN and to  CRITICAL 
WAVE, which is  s t i l l  E u rope 's  on ly  independent 
s f, fan tasy and h o r ro r  news and rev iew s

magazine. R egu la r fe a tu re s  In c lu d e  p u b lis h in g  
news, e x te n s iv e  c lub  and con ven tion  l is t in g s ,  
In te rv ie w s  w ith p rom inent a u thors  and e d ito rs , 
video, f ilm  and comics rev iew s, f i c t io n  market 
r e p o r ts , fan zine  and sm a ll p re s s  review s, 
con ven tion  r e p o r ts  and th e a tre  rev iew s.

CRITICAL WAVE 026, fe a tu r in g  in te rv ie w s  
w ith  DAN SIMMONS and JOHN JARROLD (both  
re ce n t g u e s ts  o f  the Brum Group), i s  now 
a v a ila b le  f o r  £1.95, o r  a s ix  Issue  
s u b s c r ip t io n  c o s ts  on ly  £7.50, cheques payable 
to  "C r it ic a l  Wave P u b lic a t io n s "  shou ld  be sent 
to  M artin  Tudor, 845 Alum Rock Road, Ward 
End, Birmingham, B8 2AG.

REMINISCON 40

. To celebrate

LIONEL FANTHORPE’s
40th. Anniversary as an Author in print. 

Guest speakers:
BRIAN ALDISS GUY N. SMITH 

BRIAN STABLEFORD

V ideo  film s and readings from L ion e l’s novels, 
short stories, Rennes-le-Chateau and other 

tru e -life  mysteries, poetry, plays and musicals. 

Bookstalls 

Chapter Arts Centre 
Market Road, Canton, Cardiff  

Saturday 5th. September 1992 
9.30 a.m. - 5.30 p.m. 

Admission: £10 
including souvenir booklet and badge. 

Bookings: Patricia Fanthorpe 
48 Claude Road, C a rd iff CF2 3Q A 

Tel. (0222)498368 Fax: (0222) 496832



NOVACON 22
from Friday 6th November 

to Sunday 8tn November 1992
at THE ROYAL ANGUS HOTEL 

in Birmingham city centre.

Guest of HonourSTORM CONSTANTINE
author of the "Wraeththu" trilogy, 

MONSTROUS REGIMENT, ALEPH, 
HERMETECH & BURYING THE 

SHADOW - amongst others.

Attending membership twenty pounds 
until 12th October 1992 

or twenty-five pounds on the door, 
please note that postal applications 

will NOT be accepted after the 
12th of October 1992.

Cheques made payable to "NOVACON 22" should be sent to:Bernie Evans, 121 Cape Hill, Smethwick, Warley, West Midlands, B66 4SH.Call Bernie on (021) 558 0997 for further details



Book 
Reviews

PLUTO IN THE MORNING LIGHT by Robert S llv e rb e rg  
G rafton , 396 pp, £5.99, "C" form at p/b

Reviewed by Mick Evans.

S u b -t it le d  "The C o llec ted  S to r ie s  o f..., th is  
c o lle c t io n  covers S ilv e rb e rg  in the ea r ly  to 
m id -e igh tie s , a period which marked h is retu rn  
to w r it in g  a ft e r  a fiv e -y e a r  gap. It  is the 
f i r s t  in a fiv e -vo lu m e se r ies .

I approached th is  volume w ith some 
trep id a tion , as I 'v e  always p re fe r red  h is 
e a r l ie r  work, from the s ix t ie s  and s e ven tie s , 
but I was very  p leasan tly  su rprised . Unlike 
some c o lle c t io n s  which e ith e r  Include e v e ry 
thing fo r  the sake o f  completeness, or e ls e  
pad out to book length w ith weak m ateria l, 
every  s to ry  w ith in  fu l ly  d eserves to be here, 
I t 's  im possib le to choose a fa v o u r ite . Each 
has e ith e r  won, or been nominated fo r ,  an 
award, As S ilv e rb e rg  takes obvious d e lig h t  in 
t e l l in g  us during the course o f  h is  In tro 
ductory notes to the ta le s . These notes a lso  
t e l l  the background to, and evo lu tion  o f ,  each 
o f  the s to r ie s , and are in them selves very  
en te rta in in g , and in form ative.

Most o f the themes have been w ell-u sed  
in h is  e a r l ie r  work, but are g iven  a whole 
new lease o f  l i f e  here, such as time t ra v e l in 
"Hom efarlng", te lep a th y  In "Snake and Ocean, 
Ocean and Snake" and fu tu re  humans in 
"Dancers In the Time Flux" and "S a ilin g  to 
Byzantium". There are a lso some in cred ib ly  
corny a lien s  in here, d e lib e ra te ly  ?

Most o f  the s to r ie s  f i r s t  saw the lig h t  
o f  day in magazines such as "P layboy" and 
"Omni", b e fo re  fea tu rin g  in an th o log ies , so 
you may a lready have some o f  them, but i t 's  
w e ll-w o rth  buying anyway, fo r  those you may 
have missed.

SCHEHERAZADE'S NIGHT OUT by Craig Shaw Gardner 
Headline, 250 pp, £15.99, h/b

Reviewed by A1 Johnston.

N ea tly  ensconced In its  Josh K irby cover, th is  
Is the fin a l instalm ent o f  Gardner's "New 
Arabian N ights" t r i lo g y .  How much th is ve rs ion  
o f  Scheherazade d ev ia te s  from the o r ig in a l I 
cannot say, but Oh, most es tim ab le and beloved

D u e  t o  u n a v o i d a b l e  
p r o b l e m s  c a u s e d  b y  a n  

i n c o n v e n i e n t  ' f l u  b u g  t h i s  
n e w s l e t t e r  i s  l a t e r  

t h a n  n o r m a l ,  y o u r  e d i t o r  
s e n d s  h i s  a p o l o g i e s .

reader, most assu red ly  the s t y le  o f  th is  
humblest o f  n a rra to rs  is more g ra ve ly  
Indebted to THE BANANA SPLITS  TV show than 
to any o f  the m ighty sc r ib es  o f  ancient Arabia. 
Or maybe flo w e ry  phrases Just don 't tra n s la te  
w e ll in to the modern English idiom. And I  
ha ven 't even m en tioned  the con s ta n t in t e r r 
u p tions  by va riou s  d jinn  y e t.

S t y l is t ic  p e c u lia r it ie s  apart, which you 
may or may not fin d  funny, th is  is  a reasonably 
en te rta in in g  book w ith  some good humour in 
p laces. Some o f  the best is almost thrown 
away, on other occasions it  is  overdone, but 
i t  is there. The well-known frame o f  the 
1001 n igh ts  is fo llow ed  p re tty  c lo s e ly  fo r  
the f i r s t  tw o -th ird s  o f  the book. T h erea fte r  
Gardner g r a f t s  on an a d d it ion a l frame, ju s t as 
the pace was s ta r t in g  to f la g ,  and things g e t  
a b it  confused towards the end, w ith  threads 
running out unnoticed. A l l  In a l l  a qu ite  
en joyab le  read, but I think most people would 
be b e tte r  o f f  w a it in g  fo r  the paperback.

THE BIRTH OF FLUX AND ANCHOR by Jack L Chalker 
RoC, 374 pp, £4.99, p/b

Reviewed by Carol Morton.

Th is is  the s to ry  o f  how the world o f  Flux 
and Anchor was crea ted  by s c ie n t is ts  as a 
cure fo r  problems on Earth. Anatole B o re lll,  
an Ita lia n  s c ie n t is t ,  had invented a device  
which, when tr ig g e r e d , would fu se and destroy  
almost any known type o f e le c t r ic a l  device . 
Th is meant that the th rea t o f  nuclear war was 
over and cou n tries  could fo llo w  o th er lines o f  
p eace fu l s c ie n t i f ic  research . The Japanese 
(o f  course ) w ere the f i r s t  to d iscover and 
develop  a r t i f i c i a l  In te llig e n c e , but th is  back
fir e d  when a r e b e ll io n  o f  these AI computers 
was on ly stopped by the t r ig g e r in g  o f  B o re I l i 's 
d ev ice . Th is in turn plunged h a lf o f  the 
Earth Into chaos and fam ine. Further research 
on AI computers produced a ve rs ion  that needed 
two humans to in te r fa c e  w ith the CPU b e fore  
i t  would fu nction .

I t  was the use o f  these computers, and 
remote probes, that lead to the d iscovery  o f  
Flux, an in su b stan tia l plasma that e x is ts  on 
the edges o f our u n iverse. When subjected to
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an energy f ie ld ,  Flux can r e p l ic a te  ob je c ts , so 
It  Is used to terra fo rm  a s e r ie s  o f  p lanets 
leading out from Earth . Each planet can only 
be accessed by passing through "gates*', lik e  
moving from one square to the next in a board 
game. The s to ry  in the main t e l ls  o f  the 
problems encountered on New Eden. The d is c 
overy  that F lux can be manipulated by 
s e n s it iv e s  w ith  p s lon ic  ta len t leads to  wars, 
schisms and the s e t t in g  up o f  s e c r e t  p o lic e  
and p r iv a te  arm ies and a w eird  m atriarchal 
r e lig io n . The rou te  to Earth must, a t  a l l  
co sts , be p ro te c te d ......

Chalker had intended to put a l l  the 
in form ation on the c rea tion  o f  New Eden in an 
appendix to volume th ree, but i t  proved too 
long and so th is  n ovel was w ritten . It  Is a 
good thing i t  was, because i t  c le a rs  up a lo t  
o f questions and g iv e s  a good, s ta b le  hard 
sc ience background to a s e r ie s  that was 
hovering in the g rey  area between sc ience 
f ic t io n  and fan tasy .

T e rra fo rm in g/co lon isa tion  s to r ie s  have 
not been w e ll se rved  o f  la te , but th is  goes  a 
long way to red re ss  the balance. In s p ite  o f  
the w ealth  o f  exp lan a tion  to be found in th is  
volume,d o n ' t be tempted to read i t  f i r s t ,  
that would s p o il the s e r ie s . Read them in 
order o f  p u b lica tion , they a re e x c e lle n t .

STAR WARS: HEIR TO THE EMPIRE by Timothy Zahn 
Banta,, 381 pp, £3.99, p/b

Reviewed by S teve Jones.

This is  the f i r s t  in a new t r i lo g y  s e t  f i v e  
years a f t e r  THE RETURN OF THE JEDI. The New 
Republic has been proclaim ed, w ith  the 
dem oralised Empire in fu l l  r e t r e a t . Cracks 
are beginning to  appear in the Rebel A llia n ce , 
as an in tern a l power s tru g g le  beg ins. Th is 
may be premature, because the Empire shows 
s ign s  o f  making a come-back led by Grand 
Admiral Thrawn.

A ll  the o ld  fa m ilia r  ch aracters  a re here. 
They have grown, but in a b e lie v a b le  manner. 
Han Solo has s e t t le d  down ( ! )  and is r e c ru it in g  
o ther sm ugglers to  work fo r  the New Republic. 
His w ife  Leia  Is s e t t in g  up a new dem ocratic 
government, and is  pregnant w ith  twins who are 
a lready s tron g  in the Force. Lando C a lr iss ian  
has gone back in to  business as a mine owner. 
Luke has a persona l enemy (and po ss ib le  love 
in te res t  ? ) in the person o f  the Im peria l 
Assassin, Mara.

Zhan -  whose name i t s e l f  sounds as I f  
i t  belongs in STAR WARS -  has avoided the 
"b ig g e r  is  b e t te r "  syndrome. A ft e r  d e fe a t in g  
the Emperor, a mere Grand Admiral seems a b it  
o f  a come-down. Thrawn may not have the 
Force tr ick s  the Emperor had, but he is  an

in te l l ig e n t  and capable commander, something 
fa r  more dangerous. He is  served  by the 
Noghri, a race o f  fa n a tic a l assassins.

Remember the re fe ren ce  to the "Clone 
Wars" in STAR WARS ?, a t  lea s t one su rv iv o r  
remains to  troub le the ga laxy. Joruus C'baoth 
is  the e v i l  clone o f  a Jedl M aster. He wants 
Le ia  and her unborn tw ins as d is c ip le s . The 
"ysa lam lr" stop  the Force from dom inating the 
p lo t  too much. They c rea te  bubbles around 
them selves where the Force does not work, 
thus fo rc in g  even the Jedi to  r e ly  on th e ir  
ph ys ica l s k i l ls .

The book builds to a good rou sin g  space 
b a t t le , but very  l i t t l e  Is s e t t le d . I would 
lik e  to read the re s t  o f  the t r i lo g y  however, 
so it  has caught my in te re s t. A good fun read.

MASTER OF WHITESTORM by Janny Wurts
H arperColllns, 448 pp, £15.99, h/b
A lso  a va ila b le  in "C" form at p/b a t £8.99

Reviewed by Carol Morton.

Th is t e l l s  o f  Korendir, who becomes something 
o f  a la s t  r e s o r t  when people and kingdoms 
fa ce  im possib le problems. As the ta le  opens 
Korendir is a g a lle y  s la ve  on a Murghai warship. 
He a ttem pts, and succeeds w ith, the im possib le, 
escape from such a g a lle y . He leads a r e v o lt  
and fr e e s  the o ther p rison ers , but leaves  
them and the ship behind, tak ing w ith  him 
on ly  one companion, h is  oar-m ate, the form er 
blacksm ith Haldeth.

In an e f f o r t  to ga in  se cu r ity  and a s a fe  
haven, Korendir undertakes s e v e ra l seem ingly 
im possib le quests. He d e fea ts  a so rc e res s  
who, in vengeance fo r  her fa th e r , b lig h ts  a 
whole kingdom and lays i t  barren. He f ig h ts  
a w eather elem ental, taking it s  c l i f f s id e  and 
bu ild in g a ca s tle . He fre e s  a v i l la g e  from 
the th rea t o f  were leopards, and rescu es a 
p rincess from s la ve ry .

He is then asked by Ith a r ie l,  a so rc e res s  
o f  the White C irc le  -  a group o f  w iza rds  -  to 
smash her fa th e r 's  e v i l .  To th is  end he 
placed a c ry s ta l in the c e lla r s  o f  the ducal 
pa lace in the C ity  o f  T ir  Amindel. The c r y s ta l 
co m p e ls  the people o f  the c i t y  in to  a l i f e  o f  
f e l i c i t y ,  but knowing no peace and being 
unable to fe e l  rea l emotions. In ad d ition , 
the o r ig in a l inhabitants o f  the c i t y  w i l l  l iv e  
fo re v e r , or u n til the c ry s ta l is  d es troyed , 
a lthough any ch ildren  they bear w i l l  d ie  
norm ally. The c ry s ta l w il l  a lso  not a llow  
anyone who has the blood o f  the White C irc le  
w izards in th e ir  ve in s  to leave the c i t y  
a l iv e .  Korendir has agreed to help  I th a r ie l  
not knowing that he h im se lf is  the son o f  
M orien, the la s t e le c te d  (and murdered) 
Archmage o f  the White C irc le ....



Th is is  r e a l ly  a s e r ie s  o f  sh ort s to r ie s  
shaped in to  a fu l l  length novel. The ta le s  o f  
the va r iou s quests are w e ll to ld  i f  a l i t t l e  
o ver lon g  in p la ces . Janny Wurts is  a g i f t e d  
s to ry  t e l l e r  end th is  e x ce lle n t  book should 
sw e ll the ranks o f  her fans.

FLYING DUTCH by Tom Holt 
O rb it, 252 pp, £4.50, p/b

Reviewed by Carol Morton.

Th is ta le  is  based lo o se ly , very  lo o se ly , on 
THE FLYING DUTCHMAN. The Dutchman is  Captain 
Ju lius Vanderdecker, a s a i lo r  who is cursed to 
s a i l  the seas fo r  e te rn ity , or u n til he fin d s  
a woman who w i l l  be fa i th fu l  to him u n til 
death. W ell th a t 's  the opera Richard Wagner 
wrote a f t e r  Vanderdecker to ld  him h is  l i f e  
s to ry . Tom H o lt 's  vers ion  is  more p rosa ic , 
and fa r  more en te rta in in g .

Vanderdecker's ship was carry in g  a cargo 
o f Jute to Cadiz when Francis Drake requisitioned 
h is cargo. He now has no income and no way 
o f g e t t in g  another cargo, so he agrees  when 
o f fe r e d  5,000 go ld  p is to le s  to g iv e  passage 
to England to a lchem ist Juan de Montalban. A 
s l ig h t  m isadventure during the voyage leaves 
the e n t ir e  crew, together w ith  Vanderdecker 
and Montalban, invu lnerab le and immortal. Of 
course, th ere 's  an un fortunate s id e - e f fe c t ,  
they a l l  sm ell so bad that they can on ly  come 
ashore fo r  one month, once every  seven yea rs .

B efore these occurences, Vanderdecker 
had taken out an insurance p o licy  which paid 
out an ex tra  50% on the fin a l payout fo r  
every  year he liv ed  over the age o f  75. Th is 
had seemed lik e  a good deal to the insurance 
company a t the time. 400 years on, w ith  the 
ex tra  payments compounded, i t  behoves them to 
do something about i t  ! Now the N ationa l 
Lombard Bank, the company sends accountant 
Jane Dolan (who, in c id en ta lly , has a ve ry  poor 
sense o f sm e ll), to find  Vanderdecker. A t the 
same time the Captain is looking fo r  Montalban, 
now a nuclear s c ie n t is t  a t Dounreay, to do 
something about the sm ell as he has ob v iou s ly  
found a cure.

Th is is  the f i r s t  book I have read by 
Holt, and i t  is a w onderfu lly  amusing and 
su b tle  yarn. The su b ject m atter does not a t 
f i r s t  g lan ce seen to lend i t s e l f  to  a fan tasy  
treatm ent, but H o lt 's  d e f t  touch renders i t  
one o f  the best such ta le s  I have read fo r  a 
long time. Vanderdecker is  so dead-pan and 
pragmatic about h is  s itu a t io n , I suppose a f t e r  
400 years a l l  h y s te r ia  is  gone, and Montalban 
is so much the loony p ro fes so r , that the two 
extrem es mesh w e ll toge th er  and become the 
p iv o t  around which the s to ry  swings.

I have res e rva tio n s  about the p ra c t ic e

o f  using Josh Kirby covers fo r  so many novels 
o f  th is type. Nothing a ga in s t Josh's work, 
but he has become so linked w ith  P ra tch ett I 
f e e l  th e ir  use could be m islead ing. The novel 
could even remain unread should a ca re le ss  
P ra tch ett fan have a touch o f  pique on d isco 
v e r in g  h is/her e rro r . That as ide , the s to ry  
is  superb, so ignore the qu ibb le and buy It.

MANTIS by K W Jeter 
Pan, 281pp, £4.99, p/b

Reviewed by Bernie Evans.

Th is  s to ry  is to ld  to us in the f i r s t  person 
by an unnamed man who is  res ign ed  to h is 
d ivo rce , has stayed fr ie n d ly  w ith  h is  e x -w ife  
and sees h is son reg u la r ly . He a lso  fo llow s  
the adventures o f M ichael, who is  s low ly  
revea led  as a psychopathic s e x -k i l le r  who 
thinks he Is doing h is v ic tim s  a favou r, they 
a re  a c t iv e ly  seeking out h is  "s e rv ic e s " . He 
meets up w ith  Rae, a lady who has need o f  a 
man lik e  M ichael in o rder to become aroused. 
M ichael is  presented to us as the product o f  
the unsettled , mind o f  our unnamed hero, or 
is he ?

B ea u tifu lly  c ra fted , the novel bu ilds to 
a crescendo o f  v io len ce  as Rae pushes Michael 
fu rth e r  and fu rth er to the edge, and beyond. 
You keep turn ing the pages as Jeter  leads you 
inexorab ly  to the f in a l scene, a l l  the time 
you are hoping that M ichael, and Rae, w i l l  
have the ending they deserve .

B ea u tifu lly  c ra fted  i t  may be, s k i l fu l ly  
w r it ten , a m asterpiece o f  language, but i t 's  
a ls o  the s ic k e s t  book I 'v e  e v e r  la id  eyes on. 
The ideas presen ted here a re an ou trage, not 
on ly  aga in s t women but by im p lica tion  aga inst 
any weak or vu lnerable member o f  so c ie ty . 
Ideas l ik e  th is  belong on a psych ia trist's  
couch, not presented as a form o f  en ter
tainment. J e te r 's  undoubted s k i l l  w ith  the 
w r it ten  word has been abused, p ro s titu te d , 
turned in to something u n rem ittin g ly  e v i l .  I f  
the in ten tion  was to sicken and d is gu s t, then 
i t  succeeded.

MISTRESS OF THE EMPIRE by Raymond E Feist & Janny Wurts 
H arperCollins, 560 pp, £14.99, h/b

Reviewed by Carol Morton.

Th is  is  the th ird  and f in a l  volume in the 
t r i lo g y  that runs in p a ra l le l  w ith  THE RIFTWAR 
SAGA. One or two ch aracters from that s e r ie s  
appear h ere , but the p lo ts  a re Independent.

Mara, now ru lin g  Lady o f  the Acoma and 
Servant o f  the Empire (an honour on ly g iven  
to  the Emperor's most favoured  a d v is e r ), is 
happ ily  m arried to Hokanu, the h e ir  to the 
Shinzawai. She has two sons, Ayaki from her



d isas trou s f i r s t  m arriage, and Justin , the son 
o f  a now freed  Midkemian s la ve . Mara seems 
to a tt r a c t  trou b le , and when Ayaki is  murdered 
she swears vengeance on her f i r s t  husband's 
o ld er  brother, J iro  Lord o f  the A n a s it i, who 
she thinks is the k i l le r .  She in su lts  him a t 
A yak i's  fu nera l, and even the d is co ve ry  o f the 
r e a l k i l le r s  comes too la te  to  p reven t war 
between the clans.

Mara is forb idden  fu rth e r  bloodshed by 
the Assembly o f  M agicians, which s top s  the 
b a t t le  but leaves Mara fu r iou s a t her own 
pow erlessness. She decides they have too 
much power and must be stopped. With no 
hope o f  a l l ie s  w ith in  the Empire, she goes  
ou ts id e  i t ,  to e n l is t  the help o f  the in s e c t i le  
Cho-ja. On her way home she is to ld  that the 
Emperor has been murdered and succession  w i l l  
devo lve through the man who m arries h is  e ld e s t  
daughter, as he l e f t  no sons. To ensure peace 
and secu r ity  fo r  the Empire, Mara must see 
the r ig h t  man on the throne. The ensuing 
power s tru g g le  makes her past c o n f l ic t s  as 
noth ing by comparison.

Th is t r i lo g y  has been a f in e  complement 
to  THE RIFTWAR SAGA, and the p o l i t ic a l  manouv- 
r in g s  have made th is  an e x c e lle n t  i f  involved  
read. Mara stands out as one o f  the s tron g 
e s t  ch a ra c ter isa tio n s  I have read in a long 
time, and w ith such a b ig  -  i f  not ep ic  -  
saga that is e s s e n tia l. From DAUGHTER OF THE 
EMPIRE, which was a l i t t l e  slow  to  s t a r t ,  th is  
s e r ie s  has improved g r e a t ly  and is  now an un- 
put-downable read.

CHILDREN OF FLUX AND ANCHOR by Jack L Chalker 
RoC, 350 pp, £4.99, p/b

Reviewed by Carol Morton.

A fte r , fo r  a very  good reason , adding a 
fou rth  volume to  an apparen tly  completed 
t r i lo g y ,  Jack Chalker then found some loose 
ends he wanted to  t ie  up, and so a lon g  came 
volume f iv e .  But don 't w orry, th is  volume 
isn 't  a cash -driven  a fte r - th o u g h t. I t 's  as 
stron g  as the o th ers .

A t the end o f  volume th ree , MASTER OF 
FLUX AND ANCHOR, the a lien  Samish have been 
de fea ted , and World can now s e t t l e  down to 
something approaching norm ality . The ru le rs  
o f  the New Eden sec tion  o f  World decid e to 
hold a ca rn iva l to  ce leb ra te  the end o f  the 
h o s t i l i t ie s ,  and to prove to  the r e s t  o f  World 
that th e ir  way o f  l i f e  -  w ith su b serv ien t 
women and dominant men -  is the b est way fo r  
World to  develop. They held th is  ca rn iva l a t 
the time o f  yea r when the o ld  m atriarchal 
church used to  hold the p a ir in g  r i t e ,  and 
in v ite  Suzl, a one time f lu x -w ife ,  and s e v e ra l 
s t r in g e rs , Matson included. Suzl is  g iv en  the

grand tour by the presen t ru le r  o f  New Eden. 
U n fortunately  he fo rg e ts  ju s t who she is, and 
in v ite s  her to see h is  la te s t  top s e c re t  
s c ie n t i f ic  p ro je c t, a flu x  p ro je c to r  cannibal
ised from the wreckage o f  the Samish sh ips. 
Th is is capable o f  tapping in to  the computer 
g r id  that flu x  stands upon, and m anipulating 
and shaping every th in g  and everyone w ith in  a 
g iven  area o f  flu x .

The outcome o f  the ru le r 's  fo rg e t fu ln e s s  
is  that Suzl, d e sp ite  her s ta tu s , h a s  to be 
a rre s ted . She escapes, and runs to  Matson 
w ith  the news, but not b e fo re  her household 
is k il le d  and her ch ildren  kidnapped. She co
op era tes  w ith  the kidnappers, a group o f  
women who are the a n tith e s is  o f  New Eden and 
who want to take over, becomes corrupted by 
the power o f  the p ro je c to r , g rad u a lly  taking 
over the group. Matson and h is  co llea gu es  
now fin d  them selves in d ir e c t  op pos ition  to  
Suzl, and w ith only one way to stop  her, th e ir  
one-tim e fr ie n d .......

Th is has been an above average s e r ie s , 
i f  a l i t t l e  slow  and stodgy  in p laces. The 
basic s to r y - l in e  is  sound, ch a ra c ter isa tio n  is  
good, e s p e c ia lly  the om nipotent Matson, and 
th is  book fu l ly  deserves Its  p lace w ith in  the 
s e r ie s .

RAFT by Stephen Baxter 
G rafton , 251 pp, £3.99, p/b

Reviewed by Bern ie Evans.

Th is is  hard s f  in every  sense. The basic 
prem ise is  that in the u n iverse o f  which 
Baxter w rites , the fo rc e  o f  g r a v ity  is  one 
b i l l io n  times s tron ger  than on Earth. Humans 
have g o t  there as a r e s u lt  o f  what may have 
been a n a v iga tion a l e rro r , or ju s t sim ply by 
go in g  where no man had gone b e fo re , many 
years b e fo re  the s to ry  opens. In order to 
su rv iv e  a r ig id  s t r a t i f ie d  s o c ie ty  developed , 
w ith  the en gin eers and s c ie n t is t s  a t the top 
o f  the p i le  and manual workers a t the bottom. 
But th ings are s ta r t in g  to go  wrong, the food 
machines f i l l  b e l l ie s ,  but not as n u tr it io n a lly  
as they once did, the sky is  g e t t in g  redder by 
the day, blue is  a concept, not a co lou r to be 
seen. Why is a l l  th is , and what can be done ?

B axter's  answer is  Rees, a miner who 
escapes to the R a ft. He becomes a s c ie n t is t ,  
ex tra p o la tin g  the true s ta te  o f  th ings from 
ve ry  minor c lu es . He overcomes g re a t  odds 
and su rv iv es  to develop  and put in to  a ction  a 
plan to escape the u n iverse, now known to be 
dying. I t 's  a l l  in te rn a lly  co n s is ten t, but 
Rees is  ju s t too much, a lm ost a one dimen
s io n a l su per-hero . It  c r ie s  out fo r  b e tte r  
ch a ra c ter isa tio n , th is  is  d e f in it e ly  a case o f  
the Idea as Hero -  but I loved it .
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